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v Thurs. Oct. 13, 1949
Bethesda .

Dear Mawmma,-

So.you had aAcold, too! What a shame, and I hope it wasn't .
some of those bugs Laurence ohn and I left lying arcund. Willian
has had it also, and 1t has gone into his slnuses, unf ortunately.
That always makes him even mors miserable than he would normally
be with a cold. I got over mine very soon, actually, but 'the little
bcy has still with hin & reallﬂ ennoying little cough thal some=
times wakes him during the night. / ,

I wanted to write to yoﬁ sooner, but I started ancther
article $!3 and simply couldn’t do anything until it was finished.
I can see that once you start writing you can't stop. I still have
to type this thing up in a final draft, but when I finally finided
1t I was so bored with it I eouldn't stand to look at it. Ferhaps
in a few days I'11 be able to type it out, and then I think I'll
ask brother . hn if he would be so kind as to read agd and make
inquirles as fo what ladies' magazine might want to buy it. As I
said, I was so preoccupxled with that thing that I couldn 't get
my work done, and the lsaves started ic pille up bremendously in
the yard, I'm anxious to get them off the lawn so they won't stunt
the growth of the new baby grass undemeath, but I'm afraid the _
competition between me and the woods nexi door 1a going to resuld .
in complete victory for the woods, especially if I go on writing
things, _

: we finally got the invitation for a wedding in Norfolk, and
it appears 1t 'is indeed taking place on Friday, October twenty =
firat- the very day of your birthday! But if you are better and
wouldn't ob ect to coming, we'd love it if you could. You would
have to come down on Wednesday cor Thursday of next week, which
ever you felt like; we would leave on Firday and c¢ome back on Sate
urday, 1 guess, though William and I really haven't talked 1t over
at all, : _

we are having another wedding this weeke they are coming
thiank and fast. A Dutch girl seems to have !ooked our Best Man,
ack MaeSweeney, after so many others failed o catch him. In ani
case, the wediing announcement was the first we had heard aboubt it,
so we don't know anything other than that she has a Dutch name and
is being given away or at least sponsered by the puteh Naval Attache
here, a onkheer Hendrik van Foreest, It 18 to take place this Sat=-
urday, and if they don't stopzez getting mrried soon we will be
paupersx from buying so many wedding presentis. : :

The boy has written you another letter. He does it by slowly
saying out the words, dividing then in sylables the way grown-ups
do when they are “writing out loud”. I've forgol ten what he sal
when he wrote this let er, but it was all terribly earnest and as
I remember crammed full of interesting items of news about dogs and
cate and woodchdcks and trucks. He is getting your room ready f?r
your visit by placing little caches of acprns here and there . ’Grand-

mamma can eat them i1f it's a wery hard winter'. .

' HMuch love,
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